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Postcard from Kashmir
Agha Shahid Ali

Kashmir shrinks into my mailbox,
my home a neat four by six inches.

| always loved neatness. Now | hold
the half-inch Himalayas in my hand.

This is home. And this is the closest
I’ll ever be to home. When | return,
the colors won'’t be so brilliant,

the Jhelum’s waters so clean,

so ultramarine. My love

SO overexposed.

And my memory will be a little
out of focus, in it

a giant negative, black

and white, still undeveloped.:
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Survivor
Agha Shahid Al

Someone lives in my house

At night he opens the refrigerator
inhaling the summer’s coriander

On Radio Kashmir he hears announced
all search has been abandoned

for last year’s climbers

on Nanga Parbat

My house breaks
with the sympathy of neighbors

This is his moment

in my room
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he sits at the table
practices my signature answers my mail

He wears the cardigan
my mother knit for my return

The mirror gives up
my face to him

He calls to my mother in my voice
She turns

He is breathless to tell her tales
in whi(__:h | was never found
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Stationery
Agha Shahid Al

The moon did not become the sun.
It just fell on the desert

in great sheets, reams

of silver handmade by you.

The night is your cottage industry now,
the day is your brisk emporium.

The world is full of paper.
Write to me.
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